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Elementary Mission Statement: 

Through inquiry, we inspire our students to learn, to grow, to care, and to achieve in a 

global society. 

 

Language Philosophy: 

We believe all learning is built upon the foundation of language.  All learning 

experiences involve components of language including listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, viewing, and presenting. It is through these skills that we believe students are 

able to interpret content, problem solve, and understand the world around them. 

Students are then able to implement these skills in authentic situations.  

 

We believe that all children are language learners, all teachers are language 

instructors, and all learning experiences are intertwined with the acquisition of 

communication skills.   

  

We believe as students learn from everyone around them through language and 

interaction, they grow and acquire their own language and culture. Through modeling, 

instruction, and developmental acquisition of verbal and written language skills they 

are able to share their ideas with others as well as explore their own identities. 

Language facilitates communication, perhaps the most essential element within any 

relationship or community.  

 

We believe that through learning an additional language, students foster a greater 

knowledge of and a deeper respect and appreciation for their own and other cultures. 

We also believe that foreign language learning supports the development of open-

minded communicators that have deeper respect, appreciation, and tolerance for the 

diversity of others’ beliefs and perspectives leading to deeper understanding. Through 

language we can connect, communicate, and collaborate globally.  

 

Language Instruction and Learning  

Language A: the primary language 

In order to develop the necessary language skills, language instruction should be 

differentiated. Written and taught curriculum is chosen based on developmentally 

appropriate best practices supported by current research.  

 

 The primary language of instruction is English.  

 The current instructional programs include: 
o Reading Workshop 

o Writing Workshop  

o Words Their Way 

o Phonics- Fountas & Pinnell 

o Reading Recovery 

o Read Naturally 

o Readers & Leaders 

o Kindergarten RTI 

o Adolescent Accelerated Readers Initiative 
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o Leveled Literacy Intervention 

o Making Meaning 

o Becoming A Writer 

o Growing A Reader 

 The development and acquisition of oral and written English through best 

practices, such as: 
o Print-rich environments 

o Differentiated-instruction 

o Multi-sensory stimulus 

o Opportunities for authentic language use 

o Scaffolding of instruction 

o Activating background knowledge 

o Teacher and student modeling 

o Classroom leveled-libraries 

o Mentor texts 

 The Media Center is used as a research tool and a center of inquiry.  Students 

have access to multi-media resources and materials to use for both academic 

purposes and personal discoveries and inquiry. Portable wireless devices allow 

the media resources to move to classrooms allowing further development of 

language skills and connection to the internet and other technologies.  

 

Language Assessment  

Language Assessment and development is an ongoing process. The list below 

highlights the main language assessments currently used.   

 

Language Assessments 

MEAP-Michigan Educational Assessment Program- Grades 3 – 5, 

assessed once annually 

Language Readiness Continuum- on-going preschool learner 

assessment tool  

MLPP- Grades K – 2, assessed four times per year 

Student Literacy Profile- Grades 3 – 5, assessed twice per year 

District Writing Assessment- Grades K – 5, assessed bi-annually  

Fountas and Pinell Reading Record Assessment- K – 5, assessed three 

times per year 

Response To Intervention (RtI) Assessments: MLPP and QRI Assessment 

tools- to assess students in grades 3 – 5 throughout the year to identify 

at-risk students  
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Language B: Spanish 

It is critical that children begin language learning at the earliest possible age, therefore 

foreign language instruction begins in preschool. The continuity of daily instruction 

ensures successful language learning.  

 
 Beginning in preschool, students are introduced to Spanish language and culture. 

 All students, kindergarten through fifth grade, receive Spanish instruction for 30 minutes 

daily. 

 All language instructors are bilingual native speakers of the language they instruct.   

 The school culture reinforces second language development.   

 The teacher models followed by peer-to-peer interaction and authentic communication.  

 Through the use of technologies, opportunities are sought out for students to 

communicate both locally and globally. 

 Each year of language instruction builds upon the previous year’s prior knowledge.  

 Authentic artifacts are integrated to support cultural understanding. 

 The Oakland Schools Language Scope and Sequence curriculum is used to build 

speaking, reading, listening, and writing proficiency in Spanish. 

 The Spanish teacher includes opportunities for students to gain an understanding of 

culture through language. 

 Connections between language, culture and students’ units of inquiry are included 

when appropriate. 

 When possible, opportunities to include community members are created and 

implemented. 

 

Mother-Tongue Language 

Our students’ diverse language backgrounds enrich our school community and are 

celebrated.  We absolutely encourage our students to maintain their home languages 

while simultaneously honing their English skills at school.   

 

Identification and Assessment 
 When enrolling, families fill out a Home Language Survey that identifies if: 

o the child’s primary language is one other than English  

o the dominant language in their child’s home is one other than English  

 If either response is affirmative, our certified English Language Learners (ELL) staff tests the 

student with a state assessment, the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) 

Screener.  

 Based on the results of the ELPA and conversations with building staff and families, 

students are identified as Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students. 

 LEP students are re-evaluated each spring using an extended version of the ELPA  

 Students continue to receive ELL support until they reach Advanced Proficiency on the 

state-wide assessment. 
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Support Services 
 LEP students  receive weekly ELL support services (once or twice a week) 

 LEP students can receive targeted reading interventions  

 ELL support services include: 

o Individual lessons 

o Small-group lessons 

o Making the content area curriculum accessible  

o Improving the ELL student’s identified areas of need 

o Regular conferences with student’s home teacher and relevant staff to guide 

and adjust lesson content, based on student needs 

 Speech/language therapist provides support services for students on an IEP 

 A portion of the Media Center budget is allocated for purchasing books and other 

media resources that support the various and changing mother-tongue languages 

represented at the school. 

 Parent ELL classes have been offered to help families develop English proficiency 

 Former LEP students are monitored as they continue their education through Oxford 

Schools. 

 A district-wide ELL Family Night is held at the beginning of each school year, providing 

translators for many languages. 

 Various vehicles of communication are used to communicate with families in their 

mother tongue language as often as possible 

 

Professional Development 
 Classroom teachers receive on-going Reading & Writing Workshop training through 

Oakland Schools Intermediate Schools District (ISD). 

 All teachers are provided with the opportunity to take part in weekly collaborative 

groups. 

 Foreign language instructors attend professional development sessions at Oakland 

Schools ISD. 

 Foreign language professional development has included rubric development and 

creating assessments. 

 Language Curriculum development meetings occur throughout the year.   

 

 

Language Policy Development & Steering Committee Members  

The Language Policy will be reviewed bi-annually (September & May). Revisions will be 

made through the Language Policy Steering Committee at the end of each school 

year.  

 

Committee members: Paul McDevitt, Jenny Coggins, Chelsea McIntosh, Maria Alvarez-

Valero, Wendy Malkiewicz, Ingrid Jensen, Yuan Huang, Darlene Harsant, Christine 

Vince, Ryan Wasmund 

 

 

 

  

 

 


